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Australia-India Comprehensive Strategic Partnership

• Takes bilateral relationship to a new 
level of cooperation.

• Agreed at summit between Prime 
Ministers Modi and Morrison on 4 June

• Strong commitment to work together 
at a time of unprecedented global 
challenges, including COVID-19



Impact of COVID-19 on global economy

• The International Monetary Fund 
forecasts a 4.4% contraction in global 
economic activity in 2020 (worse 
than the global financial crisis).

• But this downturn is unlikely to have 
a significant impact on demand for 
essential food products (similar to 
the global financial crisis).



COVID-19 and Australian agriculture

Imported Inputs, January to April

• COVID-19 came after bushfires and a crippling 
drought.

• Initial concerns around impacts:

o Logistics and freight

o Access to imported inputs

o Access to labour

o Government service delivery
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COVID-19 and global food security

• Australia is one of the most food 
secure nations in the world.

• We play an important part in the 
food security of other countries.

• Not only as a net exporter of food, 
but also as a significant contributor 
to global agricultural research, 
development, and aid.



Partnerships between governments and 
industry have been critical

• Early declaration of agriculture as essential service.

• Cooperation between central, state and territory 
governments including through a National Cabinet 
of first ministers.

• Appointment of Senior Industry Engagement Officer 
as key liaison point for agriculture stakeholders. 

• Specialised industry-government taskforces (eg
supermarkets)



Embracing ‘jugaad’ and thinking differently

• Temporary arrangements to ease flow of imports, 
including accepting scanned certificates.

• Worked with import brokers to streamline imports 
for supermarkets, while maintaining biosecurity and 
food standards. 

• Adjustments to visa conditions for migrant workers.  

• Domestic road and rail transport largely unaffected, 
but had to adapt to limit spread of COVID-19.

• Sharp decline in international airfreight and 
pressure on supplies of sea shipping containers. 

o Seafreight largely resolved; airfreight availability 
and prices will take longer to return to normal.



Promoting paperless trading

• COVID-19 has disrupted courier 
services and paper-based systems 

• Moving to paperless trading enables 
secure and timely delivery (including 
between governments). 

• Also reduces human contact (and risk 
of COVID-19 transmission) 



Busting congestion for exporters

• $328.4 million allocated over four years to 
remove unnecessary red-tape to get 
products to export markets faster.

• single portal for transactions between 
exporters and government

• move toward data and technology 
supported regulation. 

• dedicated case managers to allow new 
exporters to meet regulatory standards



Maintaining international trading rules

• Opportunity to accelerate trade 
liberalisation work

• We continue to actively engage with 
international standard setting bodies

• Trade will help us all recover quicker.
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• Agriculture is an important economic pillar

• We have shared challenges – but the 
scales are very different. 

• Strong commitment to work together 
at a time of unprecedented global 
challenges, including COVID-19

• Recent agreements to import 
pomegranates to Australia and changes to 
Indian conditions for Australian malting barley 
and horticulture 

India and Australia – natural partners in agriculture
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